242                 LECTURES AND ESSAYS

love our brother for the sake of somebody else,
who is very likely to damn our brother, it very
soon comes to burning him alive for his soul's
health. When men respect human life for the
sake of Man, tranquillity, order, and progress go
hand in hand; but those who only respected
human life because God had forbidden murder
have set their mark upon Europe in fifteen
centuries of blood and fire.

These are only two examples of a general
rule. Wherever the allegiance of men has been
diverted from Man to some divinity who speaks
to men for his own sake and seeks his own
glory, one thing has happened. The right
precepts might be enforced, but they were
enforced upon wrong grounds, and they were
not obeyed. But right precepts are not always
enforced; the fact that the fountains of morality
have been poisoned makes it easy to substitute
wrong precepts for right ones.

To this same treason against humanity
belongs the claim of the priesthood to take
away the guilt of a sinner after confession has
been made of it The Catholic priest professes
to act as an ambassador for his God, and to
absolve the guilty man by conveying to him
the forgiveness of heaven. If his credentials
were ever so sure, if he were indeed the
ambassador of a superhuman power, the claim
would be treasonable. Can the favour of the